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The Artist 


P AUL GUSTAVE DORE, Called the “Preacher 
Painter,” was one of the most versatile and 
gifted draftsmen the world has ever known. His 
first character sketches at the age of eight were 
highly praised and admired by his fellow towns- 
men. Soon critics and scholars everywhere were 
admiring his work with ever-increasing wonder 
and delight. Without formal training, and at an 
age when most artists are students still under the 
direction and discipline of their masters and the 
schools, he had won a brilliant reputation. 

The Bible, Illustrated, is Dora’s most praised 
and famous work. Originally published in 1886 
in a French edition with a complete Biblical text, 
it has been translated into German, Italian, Scan¬ 
dinavian and other languages, and condensed in 
several American and English editions. 

His early wanderings in the wild and romantic 
Vosges mountains developed his love of nature 
and increased the originality of his pencil. An 
observant eye and a fertile imagination made his 
work bold and truthful. In spite of his inspired 
gift for interpreting nature in her varying moods, 
Dor6 was a dreamer, and many of his finest 
achievements were idealized conceptions, fanci¬ 
ful and poetic. 

Paul Gustave Dor6 was bom in Strasbourg, 
Alsace-Lorraine, January 10, 1833, the son of a 
civil engineer. At the age of eleven he made his 
first classical creation, a set of lithographs pub¬ 
lished in his native city. The following year 
found him in Paris, entered as a student at the 
Charlemagne Lyceum. His professional life be¬ 
gan in 1847 with a fine series of amusing Super¬ 
man-type sketches, the “Labors of Hercules.” The 
new weekly. Journal Pour Hire, then contracted 
with him to do a regular series of cartoons and 
his satirical drawings increased the circulation of 
this publication. In this period he also captured 
the hearts of the Parisians with a “History of 
Holy Russia” done in comic-strip sequence. 


Dor6 was a rapid and tremendous worker. In 
addition to the Bible, his book illustrations in¬ 
cluded those for Montaigne, Dante’s Inferno, 
Milton, Rabelais, Tennyson’s Idylls of the King, 
Shakespeare, La Fontaine’s Fables, Don Quixote, 
The Ancient Mariner, and many others. 

Dor6 drew with pen and pencil directly on 
wood blocks. These were cut by artisan engravers 
who were graciously allowed to sign the plates 
with the artist. The mere hand labor involved in 
Dora’s work is amazing and when the quality of 
his work is properly appraised his accomplish¬ 
ments appear prodigious. 

Painting also appealed to this master artisan 
and he designed many large and ambitious com¬ 
positions of a religious and historical character. 
A collection of his fine ecclesiastical paintings 
was exhibited in a great public hall as well as in 
private galleries in London and were admired by 
several million people. In 1892 they were ex¬ 
hibited at Carnegie Hall in New York City and 
many thousands of reproductions were bought 
by an appreciative public. While he also made 
some success as a sculptor (he was working on 
a statue of Dumas when he died), his fame rests 
solidly on his work as an illustrator. 

Youthful in appearance, Dora’s manner was 
exuberant and buoyant. He had a passion for 
music, possessed rare skill as a violinist, and it is 
believed that had he failed to succeed as an artist 
he could have won a brilliant reputation as a 
musician. 

Dor6 was a bachelor and lived a quiet, retiring 
life with his mother, married, as he expressed it, to 
her and to his art. He died on January 23, 1883, 
only fifty-one years of age. His last illustration, 
published posthumously, appropriately enough 
was of Edgar Allan Poe’s, “Quoth the Raven, 
‘Nevermore.’ ” 

Sylvan Hoffman 

New York, A'pril 15, 1951 



A Word from the Publishers 


Religion has been called “The Mother of the Arts” Dores work is 
a striking exam'ple of the inspiration that a true artist can derive 
from the Bible. In order to appreciate fully the illustrations in this 
book it should be remembered that the artist did not attempt to 
encompass truth with the bands of logic. either did he try to 
exhaust or explain the Bible passages. His aim, rather, was to bring 
the viewer under the spirit of the Scriptures that mastered him at the 
time of his creative expression. 

The illustrations reproduced here are representative of the historic, 
poetic, and prophetic elements of the Old Testament. In the New 
Testament, chief place is given to the life of Jesus, the Christ. A few 
outstanding persons and events of First Century Christianity are 
also depicted. 

The first illustration is a symbolic representation of God in human 
form speaking the universe into existence from out of eternity. The 
last print is a deeply spiritual study of Saint John as he contemplates 
the end of time and return to eternity. These engravings embrace the 
Alpha and Omega of God’s relation to mortal man. The purpose of 
this book will be achieved if through its message it leads the reader 
back again and again to the source of Dores inspiration—back to 
the greatest of all books—the Holy Bible. 




THE CREATION OF LIGHT 

And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. Genesis i .3 











ADAM AND EVE EXPELLED FROM THE GARDEN OF EDEN 
Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, 
to till the ground from whence he was taken. Genesis 3.23 













CAIN SLEW ABEL 

. . . and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up 
against Abel his brother, and slew him. Genesis 4.8 
















THE FLOOD 

And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters 
of the flood were upon the earth. Genesis 7.10 















NO ESCAPE FROM THE FLOOD 
And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 
Genesis 7.12 








THE TOWER OF BABEL 
And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, 
whose top may reach unto heaven. Genesis i i .4 




































ABRAHAM IS VISITED BY THREE ANGELS 
And he lift u'p his eyes and looked, and, lo, 
three men stood by him . . . Genesis 18.2 





























THE FLIGHT OF LOT FROM SODOM 
Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay 
thou in all the plains ... Genesis 19.17 
























HAGAR AND ISHMAEL IN THE DESERT 
And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast 
the child under one of the shrubs. Genesis 21.15 








JACOB’S DREAM 

And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, 
and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God 
ascending and descending on it. Genesis 28.12 




















STRUGGLE BETWEEN JACOB AND I HE ANGEL 
And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him 
until the breaking of the day. Genesis 32.24 


















JOSEPH SOLD BY HIS BROTHERS 

... and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph 
to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver ... Genesis 37.28 
























JOSEPH MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN TO HIS BROTHERS 
And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known 
unto his brethren. Genesis 45.1 

































































































































MOSES IN THE BULRUSHES 

, . . and she laid it in the flags by the river’s brink . Exodus 2.3 










































































































































































































































































































MOSES AND AARON BEFORE PHARAOH 
and Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and before 
his servants, and it became a serpent. Exodus 7.10 












































































































DEATH OF THE FIRSTBORN IN EGYPT 
And it came to pass, that at midnight the Lord smote all 
the firstborn in the land of Egypt.. . Exodus 12,29 






























THE ARMY OF PHARAOH SWALLOWED UP BY THE RED SEA 
And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, 
and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh ... Exodus 14.28 










THE VOICE OF THE LORD ON MOUNT SINAI 
. . . and the Lord called Moses up to the top of the mount; 
and Moses went up. Exodus 19.20 















MOSES COMES DOWN FROM SINAI 

So Moses went down unto the people, and spake unto them. 
Exodus 19.25 









THE LORD SENT FIERY SERPENTS 
And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people .. . Numbers 21.6 












BALAAM STOPPED BY AN ANGEL 
. . . and the angel of the Lord stood in the way 
for an adversary against him. Numbers 22.22 






















THE FALL OF THE WALLS OF JERICHO 
. . . the wall fell down flat, so that the people 
went up into the city, every man straight before him, 
and they took the city. Joshua 6.20 













JOSHUA STOPS THE SUN 

... and he said in the sight of Israel, 

Sun, stand thou still upon Giheon . . . Joshua 10.12 













THE DEATH OF SAMSON 
and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the peopU 
that were therein. Judges 16.30 







































NAOMI AND HER DAUGHTERS IN LAW 
... /or whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, 
I will lodge: thy people shall he my people, 
and thy God my God . . . Ruth i . i 6 









THE RETURN OF THE ARK 

. . . and they lifted u'p their eyes, and saw the ark, 
and rejoiced to see it. I Samuel 6.13 

























































SAUL ATTACKS DAVID 
And Said cast the javelin; for he said, / will smile 
David even to the wall with it. I Samuel i8.i i 






































































DEATH OF SAUL 

Therefore Saul took a sword, and fell upon it. 
I Samuel 31.4 









DAVID WEEPS FOR ABSALOM 
O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! 
would God I had died for thee ... II Samuel 18.33 










































































THE JUDGMENT OF SOLOMON 
Then the king answered and said, Give her the living child, 
and in no wise slay it: she is the mother thereof. I Kings 3.27 





















SOLOMON, THE WISE 

And Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children 
of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt. I Kings 4.30 





































































THE CEDARS OF LEBANON 
Now therefore command thou that they hew me 
cedar trees out of Lebanon ... I Kings 5.6 













ELIJAH REVIVES THE WIDOW'S SON 
And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child 
came into him again, and he revived. I Kings 17.22 








ELIJAH CARRIED OFF IN A CHARIOT OF FIRE 
. . . and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 

II Kings 2.1 i 












































































SENNACHERIB’S ARMY DESTROYED 
And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lord 
went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred 
fourscore and five thousand ... II Kings 19.35 






EZRA PRAYS FOR HIS PEOPLE 

I fell upon my knees, and spread out my hands 
unto the Lord my God. Ezra 9.5 






























































EZRA REVEALS THE TEXT OF THE LAW 

. . and this is the genealogy of them that went wp with me 
from Babylon, in the reign of Artaxerxes the king. Ezra 8 .i 




















































































NEHEMIAH BEFORE THE GATES OF JERUSALEM 
So I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days. 
Nehemiah 2,1 I 














JOB SITS AMONG THE ASHES 
And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; 
and he sat down among the ashes. Job 2.8 









ISAIAH DEEP IN PRAYER 
Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: 
for the Lord hath spoken ... Isaiah i .2 














JEREMIAH TELLS HIS PROPHECIES TO BARUCH 
. . . and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah 
all the words of the Lord ... Jeremiah 36.4 








EZEKIEL PROPHESYING 
Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign . . . Ezekiel 24.24 






























DANIEL REFLECTS 

Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah .. . Daniel i .6 




























































































































































SHADRACH, MESHACH AND ABEDNEGO 

.. . into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. Daniel 3.21 





BELSHAZZAR’S FEAST 

Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, 
and drank wine before the thousand. Daniel 5. i 




























































DANIEL IN THE LION’S DEN 
Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, 
and cast him into the den of lions. Daniel 6. i6 












THE PROPHET AMOS MEDITATES 
The words of Amos, who was among the herdmen of Tekoa 
Amos i 







JONAH SPEWED FORTH BY THE WHALE 
And the Lord spake unto the fish, and it vomited out 
Jonah upon the dry land. Jonah 2.10 
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JONAH PLEADS FOR PENITENCE 

. . . and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh 
shall he overthrown. Jonah 3.4 


















































MICAH EXHORTS ISRAEL TO REPENT 
For, behold, the Lord cometh forth out of his place, and will come dovm, 
and tread upon the high places of the earth. Micah i .3 











VISION OF ZECHARIAH 
.. . and, behold, there came four chariots out 
from between two mountains . . . Zechariah 6. i 
















THE ANGEL OF THE MACCABEES 
. . . there appeared at Jerusalem a horseman going before them 
in white clothing with golden armor, shaking a spear. 

II Maccabees i i .8 

































































































THE ANNUNCIATION 
And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: 
for thou hast found favour with God. Luke i .30 










































THE CHILD IS BORN 

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him 
in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger ... Luke 2.7 



















































THE WISE MEN 

. there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem . 
Matthew 2.1 































JOSEPH AND MARY FLEE TO EGYPT 
When he arose, he took the young child and his mother hy night, 
and departed into Egypt. Matthew 2.14 








































































JESUS QUESTIONS THE DOCTORS 
. . . they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, 
both hearing them and asking them questions. Luke 2.46 











































JOHN THE BAPTIST PREACHES TO THE PEOPLE 
In those days came John the Baptist, preaching 
in the wilderness of Judaea. Matthew 3,1 













JESUS BAPTIZED 

And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the waters: and, lo, 
the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove. Matthew 3.16 















JESUS TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL 
Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan 
Matthew 4.10 





























JESUS PREACHING IN THE SYNAGOGUE 
. . . for he taught them as one that had authority, 
and not as the scribes. Mark i .22 





























































































































































































































































































JESUS PREACHING BEFORE THE MULTITUDE 
And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, 
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom . . . Matthew 4.23 








JESUS CURING THE SICK 

. . . and they brought unto him all sick people that were taken 
with divers diseases and torments; and he healed them. Matthew 4.24 













JESUS DELIVERS THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
And he opened his mouth, and taught them . . . Matthew 5.1 






JESUS QUIETS THE TEMPEST 

And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. Mark 4.39 


































THE RESURRECTION OF JAIRUS’ DAUGHTER 
And he put them all out, and took her hy the hand, 
and called, saying. Maid, arise. Luke 8.54 






























THE TRANSFIGURATION 
And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses 
and Elias talking with him. Matthew 17.3 














THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was; 
and when he saw him, he had compassion on him . . . Luke 10.33 



















THE PRODIGAL SON 

For this my son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost, and is found. Luke 15.24 




















LAZARUS AND THE RICH MAN 
And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, 
which was laid at his gate . . . Luke 16.20 




















RESURRECTION OF LAZARUS 

. .. Lazarus, come forth. John i i .43 




















THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAN 
T wo men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, 
and the other a publican. Luke 18.10 







JESUS BLESSES THE LITTLE CHILDREN 
Suffer the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. 
Mark 10.14 

















JESUS ENTERS JERUSALEM 
And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet 
of Nazareth of Galilee. Matthew 21,11 
























THE WIDOW’S MITE 

. . . and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing. 
Mark 12.42 




























































THE LAST SUPPER 

Now then the even was come, he sat down with the twelve. 
Matthew 26.20 

























































































































JESUS PRAYS ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES 
O my Father, if it he possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless 
not as I will, but as thou wilt. Matthew 26.39 












THE ANGEL APPEARS TO JESUS 

And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, 
strengthening him. Luke 22.43 












THE KISS OF JUDAS 

And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, Master; 
and kissed him. Matthew 26.49 







PETER DENIES JESUS 

And he denied him, saying, Woman, I know him not. Luke 22.57 






JESUS WHIPPED BY ORDER OF PILATE 
And they smote him on the head with a reed, 
and did spit upon him. Mark 15-19 


















































THE CROWN OF THORNS 
And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, 
and they put on him a purple robe ... John i 9.2 
































































THE SOLDIERS MOCK JESUS 

. . . and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him . .. 
Matthew 27.29 
















































































































BEHOLD YOUR KING 
But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, 
crucify him. John i 9.15 





























































JESUS STRUGGLES UNDER THE CROSS 
And he hearing his cross went forth into a place 
called the place of a skull. .. John 19.17 










JESUS ARRIVES AT THE TOP OF CALVARY 
And when they were come unto a place called Golgothaj 
that is to say, a place of a skull... Matthew 27.33 

































































































THE CRUCIFIXION 

Where they crucified him, and two other with him, 
on either side one, and Jesus in the midst. John 19.18 











THE CROSS IS RAISED 

. . . Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. 
Luke 24 34 




JESUS DIES 

Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: 
and having said thus, he gave up the ghost. Luke 23.46 






DARKNESS FELL UPON THE EARTH 
And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple 
was rent in the midst. Luke 24.45 
























JOSEPH TAKES THE BODY OF JESUS 
He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus. 
John 19.38 



















JESUS’ BODY IS PREPARED FOR BURIAL 
Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it 
in linen clothes with the spices . .. John 19.40 























JESUS IS PLACED IN THE TOMB 
There laid they Jesus . . . John 19.42 



















AN ANGEL AT JESUS’ TOMB 

The angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled hack 
the stone from the door, and sat upon it. Matthew 28.2 
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JESUS WALKS WITH THE DISCIPLES 

Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. Luke 24.15 
































THE ASCENSION 

So then after the Lord had spoken unto them he was received 
up into heaven . . . Luke i6. 19 


























































THE APOSTLES SPEAK IN TONGUES 
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire 
Acts 2.3 















THE APOSTLES PREACH THE GOSPEL 
Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, 
he this known unto you, and hearken to my words . .. Acts 2.14 











STEPHEN IS STONED 

And they stoned Stephen, calling Ufon God, and saying, 
Lord, Jesus, receive my spirit. Acts 7.59 
















PAUL ON THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS 
.. . and suddenly there shined round about him a 
light from heaven . . . Acts 9.3 
















BURNING OF THE BOOKS 
Many of them also which used curious arts brought 
their hooks together, and burned them. Acts 19.19 




























PAUL LANDS AT MALTA 
And so it came to pass, that they escaped 
all safe to land. Acts 27.44 



























JOHN HEARS VOICES AT PATMOS 
I was the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me 
a great voice, as a trumpet . . . Revelation i . i o 



















JOHN’S VISION OF THE VIRGIN 
And there appeared a great wonder in heaven 
Revelation i 2. i 












THE LAST JUDGMENT 
And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it . . . 
Revelation 20.11 





THE ANGEL SHOWS JERUSALEM TO JOHN 
. . . the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God . . . 
Revelation 21.10 










